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BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘¢ Bharat Shramajivi’’ _... iss .. | Calcutta 
“ Gramvarta Prakashika” vei ... | Comercolly 


Fortnightly. — 


“ Sansodhini”’ set eee ... | Chittagon ey 
‘‘Purva Pratidhwani”’.. ae | Ditto . ee 6th November 1880. 


“ Rajshahye Samvad”’ __.. 1» ee | Rajshahye 
Weekly. 


‘¢‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ ia ... | Calcutta ve lst and 8th November 1880. 
66 Arya rg oe Ne eee ost Ditto : oee ° 6th and 12th ditto. 
‘* Bharat . re fat ... | Mymensingh + 

‘¢ Bengal Advertiser’... i .». | Calcutta 
” oad ~— he ins “ i —- , 
‘¢ Dacca Prakash” neh oe »»» | Dacca vie "th November 1880. 
‘‘ Education Gazette”... wet ... | Hooghly : —_ 
‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ ia om ... | Beauleah, Réjshdhye... 

‘¢ Medini”’ ie iss swe Midnapore 
‘¢ Murshidab4d Patriké”’ .. es ... | Berhampore 

‘¢ Murshidabad Protinidhi” ies ie Ditto 

‘© Navavibhakar”’ - ee ... | Calcutta 

‘¢ Pratikér”’ i ... | Berhampore ne 
‘¢‘ Rangpore Dik Prakash” va .. | Kakiniaé, Rangpore ... 
‘‘ Sadharani”’ - , ... | Chinsurah xe 
4 roca in OR ‘ ‘a ie nt ata “ese - 
‘* Som Pra v ses uae "a angripot erghs. 1st and 8th Novemb 
‘‘Sulabha Samachar”... pire ». | Calcutta wil 6th ditt ae. 
‘“ Srihatta Prakash ”’ re ewe ... | Sylhet ai 

‘‘ Tripuré Vartavaha ”’ _... ‘i ai Consmilial 


Daily. 


‘‘Samvad Prabhikar” ... - ... | Calcutta - 5th to 11th November 1880. 
‘¢ Samvad Purnachandrodaya”’ ... ; 8th to 12th ditto. 
‘¢ Samachar Chandrika’”’ is iat 
‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”” as Di 6th to 9th ditto. 
" Prabhé ati’’ as sins j ia a 
ENGLISH anD URDU. 
Weekly. 
‘* Urdu Guide” we si oe } : 6th November 1880. 
Hinpr. 
Weekly. 
‘¢ Behar Bandhu”’ es dae ... | Bankipore, Patna 
‘“ Bharat Mitra ”’ a ve .-- | Calcutta 
‘¢ Sar Sudhanidhi” baa ve | Ditto 
‘‘ Uchit Bakta” ; cs soo | atte 
PrErsiax. 
Weekly. 
“‘ Jam-Jahén-numé a” , we | Ditto 
Urvv. | 
Weekiy. : 
“ Tijarut-ul-Akhbar ” .| Ditto 
ASSAMESE. 
ew 
as Assam Vilaésini” oe eee eee costesers 
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November 7th, 1880. 
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PoLitIcAL. 


Rererzine to the Chota Oodeypore case, the Sddhdrani, of the 7th 
November, observes that the action of Goverp- 
ment in interfering with the affairs of this 
State, the eagerness with which the Political Agent took up the cause 
against Chunder Singh, the sending of troops to Oodeypore to extort 
permission to make an a and the making over of the witnesses to the 
custody of the police, have all combined to produce an impression in the 
public mind that Government will inflict some severe punishment upon the 
accused. The Editor does not see what it is that has led Government to court 
unpopularity by this needless interference in small matters. That an injured 
Rajput husband—and Rajputs set a very high value upon female chastity— 
should be mad with anger at discovering the unchastity of his wife, is not a 
matter for surprise. The question is—What has the matter to do with the 
prestige of the British Government? Could not it safely leave the trial in 
the hands of Rajah Jit Singh, who could hardly venture to do injustice when 
he knew that the eyes of the paramount power were upon his doings? The 
action of Govern ment in this case has not produced the least good either to 
the public interests or to its own prestige. It has only caused wide 
dissatisfaction. Already it is said in some quarters that the present has 
been seized as an opportunity for depriving the Native Princes of the right 
of administering justice in their own territories. 

2. Referring to the views that are being expressed in newspapers as 
ss ei daa to the propriety or otherwise of the action 
Cee re of Government in the Chota Oodeypore case, 
the Som Prakdsh, of the 8th November, remarks that the question of 
Government not having jurisdiction to try Chunder Sing, which has 
been raised by some writers, is indeed a reasonable one; and it 1s likely that 
Government would not have taken any notice of the matter had the 
accused been other than a son of the Chief of the State. The Resident, it 
would seem, apprehended a failure of justice, and was thus led to interfere. 
If this supposition prove correct, Government will not be greatly to blame. 
No decided opinion, however, can be expressed until the views of Govern- 
ment are made public. As to the theory which has been started, that an 
injured husband can only be expected to deal with an unfaithful ‘wife in the 
manner in which Chunder Singh has acted, it is one which entirely ignores 
the condition of the inmates of a Hindu Chief’s zenana. Nominally wives 
of the Chief, many of them are hardly allowed to see their husband even 
once in six months. Their habits of indolence and luxurious living, and 
other surroundings, are such that it is no wonder that some of them should 
occasionally go astray. Ina country where a husband can easily put away 
an unfaithful wife and marry as many as he pleases, it does not appear that 

there ever can be any good excuse for committing a gratuitous murder. 
3. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 
aia Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 8th November. 

ota Oodeypore Case. 


The Chota Oodeypore case has evoked a con- 
siderable amount of discussion. Not a few persons would seem to argue that 


since the British Government has no jurisdiction in the Chota Oodeypore State, 
why should it hold a trial of Chunder Singh, even if it be true that he has 
murdered his wife. The authorities themselves have admitted that Govern- 
ment has no jurisdiction in this case, and before setting on foot enquiries 
preliminary to the trial, they obtained the permission of Jit ‘Singh, 
the Chief of the State. But whether this permission has been given volun- 
tarily or through fear, we are not in a position to tell. Chota Oddeypore is 
a small State, and its Chief is a tributary of the Guicowar of Baroda. 
Mulharrao, the ex-Guicowar, is still a prisoner of the British Government. 


The Chota Oodeypore case. 
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Rajah Jit Singh may naturally therefore have regarded this Power with fear. 
The manner also of asking the perm.ssion, referred to before, wasan unusual 
one. It was not by means of an official letter only, but by the despatch of a 
number ‘of troops to Oodeypore that the required permission was obtained. 
It is thus easy to see how voluntary was the permission that was given. 
Although dit Singh is a petty Chief, still he claims descent from the 
Rajput race. tis probable that his family may have ruled the State for 
two thousand years back. Government, besides, asked permission to enquire 
into a case which purely affected his family. One of his daughters-in-law 
had proved unfaithful to her husband, and had been in consequence punished 
with death. Not to speak of interference on the part of outsiders, the 
Chief himself would not probably have held atrial in such acase. He 
would, on the other hand, most likely have sought to hush up the matter, 
and this not-only for the sake of his son, but for the sake of the honor of 
his family. Such occurrences, even in families which: cannot boast of much 
respectability, are.always in this country sought .to be concealed; but con- 
sidering ‘that the family in this:case is.an.ancient and respectable Rajput 
family, having asits head an independent. Rajah, it.is almost certain that. any 
scandal connected therewith would be sought to: be hushed up; and in such 
cases this is done not only by Asiatics, but even by royal families in Kurope, 
where such scandals are comparatively little thought of. Nevertheless, the 
Rajah voluntarily. made. over the power of.trying this case to the British 
Government. ‘At any rate such is the account given by the authorities. 

The manner in which the inquiry has been made is almost as good 
as that in which permission to hold a trial was obtained from the Rajah. 
As a measure preliminary to the investigation, Government sent a body 
of troops-to Oodeypore. When the Judge afterwards appeared on the 
scene, the witnesses -were all kept in custody. These and. many other 
facts were elicited in their cross-examination by Mr. Branson, the advocate 
for the defence. 

A careful perusal of the account. given above will enable the readers 
to see what injustice Government has been doing in this case. There was 
great agitation in’ India when Mulharrao Gaicowar was deposed. Govern- 
ment had, however; no other course open to it than the infliction of this 
injustice on him. A high official of .Government had accused: Mulharrao 
of an attempt to poison him; and it was thus obliged to treat the Guicowar 
asan enemy. If, instead of. Mulharrao, this. charge had. been brought 
against a powerful and independent Sovereign, it is possible the British 
Government would have declared war against that Sovereign. In Baroda, 
however, the offending Mulharrao was deposed, and another Mulharrao 
was set up in his. place. But no such charge can be none against 
Jit Singh, and Government has admitted that: he 1s. not su ject to its 
jurisdiction. - If therefore any of his subjects were ‘really guilty of 
homicide, what would it matter to Government ? According to what policy 
again’ would- Government be justified in ‘trying the offender? And ‘if 
Chunder Singh’s wife’ was really unfaithful to him, what else could he do 
but take her life P a 

4. The same paper thus writes in reference to the decision of the 
Bombay Government in Mr.. Nana Moroji’s 
case. The Chota Odeypore case has been 
the outcome of an-action of the nog | Government, which has done 
another act of injustice by removing Mr. Nana Moroji from the bench of 


Mr. Nana Moroji. 


City Magistrates of Bombay. Mr. vey certainly deserved some _punish- 


ment for his action in the case of Lilabye, but considering the leniency 
shown to European officers who have in many cases been guilty of conduct 
far more reprehensible, Government might well have overlooked his fault 
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November 8th, 1880. 


Agampa BazaB 
PaTrixa, 


November 8th, 1880. 
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November Ist, 1890. 
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November Ist, 1880. 
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in this instance. The action of Sir James Fergusson has not been worthy 
of a liberal statesman. ; 
5. The same paper gives the particulars of a memorial made to the 


Madras Government by certain Mohunts of a 
Mr. 


ytir,, Britto, # Sub-Magistrate in temple in South Canara against one Mr. Britto, 
ag. ° ° . 

a Sub-Magistrate, who, it is alleged, has 
harassed them in numberless ways. The Editor will await with anxiety 
the decision of the Government in this case. , | 


Pousiic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The Som Prakdsh, of the 1st November, received on the 8th idem, 
hc ahaa contains articles on “ Kuropean policy regard- 
hice iment ing Turkey,” ‘ Urdu and Hindi,” t he “ Condi- 
tion of the people of Behar,” the ‘‘ Opium revenue,” the “Cost of the 
annual exodus to Simla,” and the “Introduction of the outstill system 
into Bengal.” In the first article the Editor recognizes the utility of such 
a combination of the great powers as has been displayed in the recent 
European concert to secure the reform of abuses in any State. A similar 
concert between Russia, England, and China, for the purpose of settling 
any political difficulty that might arise in Asia, seems necessary in the 
interests of public peace. In the second article the superior advantages 
of the Hindi character are dwelt upon. The third describes the miserable 
condition of the people of Behar, and the evils of the indigo and opium 
cultivations. The fourth article refers to the arguments for and against 
the opium revenue, and concludes by asking Government to curtail expen- 
diture, and give up this objectionable source of income. In the fifth article 
the costs of the annual sojournings in Simla, and the schemes for reducing 
the allowances of the clerks, are referred to. This sort of cheese-paring 
economy is objected to. The introduction of the outstill system into 
Bengal, which is the subject treated of in the last editorial, is regarded as 
the cause of the present fearful increase of intemperance, particularly among 
the Sonthals. 

7. The Ananda Bazar Pairika, of the lst November, is of opinion 
that the labours of the Famine Commission 
have produced nothing of importance beyond 
a few platitudes; the members have not been able to announce any 
original theories. Their advice to Government in this connection is equally 
stale. The Editor pretends to extract certain passages from the report, 
giving an account of the experiments with the aid of which the Commis- 
sioners at last succeeded in discovering that the natives of India were after 
all men possessed of sensibilities and feelings, and required food for the 
nourishment of their bodies. 

8. The Sddhdrant, of the 7th November, contains two articles, the 

The British Government; a model first headed ‘A model zemindar—-the British 
a Government;” and second, the “ British 
Government as a suitor in court.” In the first the Editor, after referring to 
the oppressions to which tenants in the khas mehals are subject, describes a 
case in which Government has held an estate under a zemindar. The 
estate in this case is the Bahirmuta zemindari, a permanently-settled estate 
belonging to the Rajahs of Gar Basudebpore, in the Midnapore district, 
which was originally rented by Government for the purpose of manufactur- 
ing salt therein. An Act was passed for the purpose, and Government 
agreed to pay a quit-rent for the use of the land, and further to relinquish 
it if at any time the manufacture of salt was discontinued. It was discon- 
tinued, but the Collector of Midnapore refused to give up the land. One 
of the zemindars, the proprietor of an 8-anna share, sued to obtain possession. 


Famine Commissioner’s Report. 
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Government defended, but without success. The plaintiff won the 
case, but: Government continued to throw obstacles in the way of his execut- 
ing the decree and regaining possession, The other co-sharer still remains 
dispossessed, because he is too poorto bear the expenses of litigation 
sgainst Government. — 

In the second article, an account is given of the difficulties thrown in the 
way of the plaintiff by the officers of Government, whenever he sought to 
obtain copies of documents or papers. The writer concludes by exhorting 
Government to first mend its own ways before it takes upon itself to in- 
culcate upon zemindars the duty of fostering their tenantry with paternal care. 

9. The Dacca Prakash, x the 7th November, edie on the necessity of 

| ; 3 allotting a separate quarter of the town to the 
ee prostitutes of Sasa, As. it is, they occupy 
houses in the centre of the town, and their presence there produces the 
most injurious consequences, particularly upon the morals of the rising 
generation. 3 
10. Adverting to the newly-sanctioned scheme for the revision of the 
Revision of the civil court establish. CiVIl court establishments, the same paper 
ments. observes that it does not appear that any real 
improvement has been effected by it. There have been indeed changes 
introduced, but not reforms. ‘Two clerkships have been abolished in the 
establishments allowed to the Subordinate Judges. This will seriously 
impede the progress of work. Nothing has been done to raise the emoluments 
of the amlah attached to Moonsiff’s courts; and finally, the number of 
Moonsiffs has not been increased—an omission that will perpetuate the 
miseries Of suitors and witnesses in the civil courts. 

1l. The Som Prakash, of the 8th November, contains a long article 
on the condition of the people of Behar, and 
the measures about to be taken by the 
Lieutenant-Governor for its amelioration. 
The first thing necessary for this purpose is the spread of education among 
them. It is not likely that English education will be able to make much 
advance for some time to come. What seems to be required is that into 
the existing vernacular schools of the province historical and other works 
composed in pure Hindi should be introduced; the character employed 
should be Debnagri, and not the imperfect Kayethi. His Honor, it is said, 
will shortly issue a circalar prohibiting the employment of none but Beharies 
in the public service of the province. The object is doubtless to exclude 
the Bengalis, Before, however, such an order is issued, Government should 
see that the inhabitants of the province are really fit to be appointed to the 
posts which are now filled by Bengalis. Another point which should 
receive the attention of Government is the large extent of waste land in 
Behar. If this were brought under cultivation, much good would accrue 
both to the people and the State. If the system of opium advances were 
abolished, and the large extent of waste land utilized for the purpose of 
growing poppy by the employment of hired labour, many abuses, connected 
with the manufacture of opium, would effectually disappear. In this matter 
Government may reasonably expect co-operation from the indigo-planters. 

12. The Navavibhakar, of the 8th November, dwells at length on the 
rules regulating the pensions and gratuities 
of covenanted and uncovenanted officers, 
There is great distinction made between them in this matter. The Kditor 
cannotexpect that the latter should be placed on the same footing with 
the Civilians in these any more than in other matters ; but what he would 
ask Government to consider is that the uncovenanted officers are at least 
entitled to receive a portion of the advantages which fall to the lot of their 
more favoured colleagues in the public service. 


Proposals for the improvement of the 
Beharies. 


Pensions of uncovenanted officers. 
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18. The same paper remarks that the action of Government in 
The Provident Fund and theRail- reference to the grant annually made for the 
way employés. | Railway receipts to the Provident Fund hag 
been in the case of the East Indian Railway far from generous. The 
employés are not allowed the benefit of pensions; and the grant therefore 
which had been hitherto made by the East Indian Railway Company to the 
Provident Fund, in order to supplement their savings, was exceedingly bene- 
ficial to them. Government has now reduced the grant so as to make it 
conform to the scale laid down for State Railways. This is justly felt tobe - 
hardship. It is unjust that, while the State grant has thus been reduced, the 
employés should have to continue to contribute tothe Fund at the old rate, 
which is higher than what obtains on the State Railways. The effect of this 
has been that, while an employé of the East Indian Railway must pay to the 
Fund a certain percentage of his salary, he is not to get the benefit of a corre- 
sponding amount of grant from Government. The case of those railway 
servants, particularly who are in receipt of salaries less than Rs. 80 a month, 
should receive the attention of the authorities. At present they are not 
allowed the benefit of the Fund. 
14. The Sadr Sudhdnidhi, of the 8th November, asks Government 


to direct the establishment of a branch post 
A branch post office in Burra 


Baer. office in Burra Bazar in Calcutta, where 

letters and parcels might be registered. The 
distance of the General Post Office from this quarter, where the tradesmen 
live, is felt as a great inconvenience. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


15. The Uchit Bakid, of the 6th November, approves the proposal 


Baboo Harish Chandra of Benares, ade in certain newspapers, to the effect that 
' Government should confer some title of 
distinction upon Baboo Harish Chandra of Benares. 


16. The same paper remarks that there were two acts done by the 
British army while returning from Cabul, 
which evinced great foresight on the part of 
the leaders. ‘These were, first, the abandonment of immense stores of 
grain to the enemy, a step which, while it sowed dissensions among them, 
protected the army from constant harassments; and second, the grant of 
large subsidies of arms and money to Amir Abdur Rahman, which will place 
him at least for some time to come above the necessity of imposing taxes 
upon his subjects, and of thus incurring unpopularity. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, m.a. & B.L., 
Bengali Translator. 
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